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Department of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

March 11, 2026 

 

Response to the NSF DCL: NSF Intent to Restructure Critical Weather Infrastructure 

 

This response is submitted on behalf of the faculty, students, and researchers in the 

Department of Atmospheric and Oceanic Science at the University of Colorado Boulder 

and is supported and signed by our colleagues from 10 departments and 4 institutes across 

campus. This message represents the views of the signees and is not intended as an 

official statement on behalf of the university. 

 

We have three simple messages.    

• We do not support breaking NCAR apart or moving it.  NCAR has served our 

national interests for decades by enabling big, effective, innovative, accessible, 

community-driven science and education aligned with NSF’s mission. Keeping 

NCAR in Colorado and Wyoming as an integrated entity is cost-effective and 

provides continuity. NCAR should remain under NSF stewardship with strong 

university involvement. NCAR should not be managed by a non-NSF federal agency 

with a different mandate. NCAR should not be managed by a private for-profit 

organization or a mission-driven federal agency (NOAA, DOE, NASA).  

• If NSF breaks up NCAR, moves it, or considers new management – NSF should 

engage the university community. As the university most closely connected to 

NCAR geographically and historically, we are prepared to work constructively with 

NSF and the broader scientific community in support of the national interest. CU has 

the proven capacity and expertise to manage large research infrastructure.  

• The Mesa Lab should remain as a public-facing center dedicated to innovation, 

research, and education in Earth system sciences. We strongly oppose any effort to 

repurpose the Mesa Lab for private or non-scientific use.  The land was donated to 

the NSF by the State of Colorado for science, specifically for NCAR.  Water is only 

provided to the Mesa Lab due to a voter-approved exception to the “blue line law” of 

the City of Boulder.  Selling or giving away the Mesa Lab for non-NCAR use violates 

the intent of Colorado’s donation to NSF and local law.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

1. Katja Friedrich  Professor, Department Chair ATOC1 

 
1 ATOC - Department of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences, University of Colorado 

Dr. Katja Friedrich 

Professor & Department Chair 

311 UCB 

Boulder, Colorado 80309-0311 

Katja.Friedrich@colorado.edu 
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2. Kristopher Karnauskas Associate Professor, Associate Chair ATOC1/CIRES2 

3. Weiqing Han   Professor ATOC1 

4. Andrew Winters  Assistant Professor ATOC1 

5. Jennifer Kay   Professor ATOC1/CIRES2 

6. Jianghanyang Li  Assistant Professor ATOC1 

7. Sara Sanchez   Assistant Professor ATOC1 

8. John Cassano  Professor ATOC1/CIRES2 

9. Darin Toohey   Professor ATOC1 

10. Cora Randall   Distinguished Professor Emerita ATOC1 

11. Jeffrey Weiss   Professor ATOC1 

12. Will Chapman   Assistant Professor ATOC1 

13. Julia Moriarty   Assistant Professor ATOC1 

14. Sebastian Schmidt  Associate Professor ATOC1/LASP3 

15. Elizabeth Cassano  Assistant Teaching Professor ATOC1 

16. Roy Mauldin   Senior Research Associate ATOC1 

17. Bob Grossman  Retired Research Scientist ATOC1 

18. V. Lynn Harvey  Affiliate ATOC1 

19. Jonah Shaw   Postdoctoral Associate, ATOC1/CIRES2 

20. Isaac Davis   Graduate Student ATOC1 

21. Andrew Buggee  Graduate Student ATOC1 

22. Clairisse Reiher  Graduate Student ATOC1 

23. Genevieve Clow  Graduate Student ATOC1 

24. Brandon Molina  Graduate Student ATOC1 

25. Sean Leister   Graduate Student ATOC1 

26. Lucas Howard  Graduate Student ATOC1 

27. Aiden Pape   Graduate Student ATOC1 

28. Brianna Undzis  Graduate Student ATOC1 

29. Mikell Warms   Graduate Student ATOC1  

30. Erin Burns   Graduate Student ATOC1 

31. Leah Bertrand  Graduate Student ATOC1 

32. Max Elling   Graduate Student ATOC1 

33. Will Kamp   Graduate Student ATOC1 

34. McKenzie Larson  Graduate Student ATOC1  

35. Ian Grooms   Associate Professor APPM4 

36. Michael King   Retired LASP3 

37. Zachary Kilpatrick  Graduate Program Chair APPM4 

38. Kate Boden   Graduate Student APPM4 

39. Colleen Reid   Associate Professor GEOG5 

40. Ivy Tan   Assistant Professor PHYS6 

 
2 CIRES - Cooperative Institute for Research In Environmental Sciences, University of Colorado 
3 LASP - Laboratory for Atmospheric and Space Physics 
4 APPM - Department of Applied Math 
5 GEOG – Department of Geography 
6 PHYS – Department of Physics 
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41. Emily Yeh   Professor GEOG5 

42. Kara Hartig   Postdoctoral Fellow CIRES2 

43. John Ortega   ATOC alum & collaborator, INSTAAR7 

44. Samuel Mogen  Postdoctoral Fellow, INSTAAR 

45. Holly Barnard   Professor GEOG5/INSTAAR7 

46. Josh Jacobson  Visiting Assistant Professor, APPM4 

47. Federico Andrade Rivas Assistant Professor, GEOG5 

48. Mark Hoefer   Professor and Department Chair, APPM4 

49. Zachariah Malik  Graduate Student, APPM4 

50. Adrian Fraser   Postdoctoral Fellow, APPM4 

51. Chris Akers   Assistant Professor, PHYS6 

52. John Cary   Professor, PHYS6 

53. Andrew Grace  Assistant Professor, APPM4 

54. Mihaly Horanyi  Professor, PHYS6 

55. Jonathan Shaw  Graduate Student, APPM4 

56. Robert Benim   Assistant Teaching Professor, APPM4 

57. Yuan Shi   Assistant Professor, PHYS6 

58. Shijie Zhong   Professor, PHYS6 

59. Ethan Shade   Graduate Student, APPM4 

60. Katherine Perkins  Professor, PHYS6 

61. Allan Franklin   Professor, PHYS6 

62. Renee Gurganus  Lecturer, PHYS6 

63. Leo Radzihovsky  Professor, PHYS6 

64. Daniel Dessau  Professor, PHYS6   

65. Michael Litos   Associate Professor, PHYS6 

66. Xu Wang   Research Scientist, PHYS6/LASP3 

67. Juliet Gopinath  Professor PHYS6/ECEE8 

68. Noah Finkelstein  Distinguished Professor PHYS6 

69. Andrew Hamilton  Professor APS9 

70. Michael Ritzwoller  Professor PHYS6 

71. Mark C. Serreze  Distinguished Professor 

72. Peter Blanken  Professor GEOG5 

73. Bethany Wilcox  Associate Professor PHYS6 

74. William Ford   Professor Emeritus PHYS6 

75. Murray Holland  Professor PHYS6 

76. Robert Anderson  Professor GEOL10/INSTAAR7 

77. Paul Hayne   Associate Professor APS9 

78. Stephen Becker  Associate Professor APPM4 

79. Jose L Jimenez  Professor CHEM11/CIRES2 

 
7 INSTAAR - Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research 
8 ECEE – Department of Electrical, Computer and Energy Engineering  
9 APS - Department of Astrophysical and Planetary Sciences 
10 GEOL – Department of Geological Sciences 
11 CHEM – Department of Chemistry 
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80. Bharat Rastogi  Assistant Professor GEOG5 

81. Laura Bianco    Research Scientist CIRES2 

82. Phoebe Young  Professor HIST12 

83. Chandru Dhandapani Postdoctoral Researcher PHYS6 

84. Joe Maclennan  Lecturer PHYS6 

85. Taeho Ryu   Assistant Professor APS 9 

86. Jeffrey Linsky   Professor Emeritus APS 9 

87. Seth Hornstein  Teaching Professor/Observatory Director APS 9 

88. Thomas DeGrand  Professor Emeritus PHYS6 

89. Douglas Duncan  Emeritus faculty and museum director APS 9 

90. Mitchell Begelman  Distinguished Professor APS 9 

91. Judit Bergfalk   Graduate Student APS 9 

92. Corinne Morrell  Graduate Student 

93. Jim Brasseur   Research Professor AES13 

94. Zach Berta-Thompson Assistant Professor APS 9 

95. Heshani Pieris  Postdoctoral Researcher APS 9 

96. Eryn Cangi   Research Scientist LASP3 

97. Wren Suess   Assistant Professor APS 9 

98. Greg Werner   Research Associate PHYS6 

99. John Bally    Emeritus professor 

100. Leah Simon   Lecturer APS 9  

101. Olivia Cooper   Postdoctoral Fellow APS 9 

102. J. McKim Malville  Professor Emeritus APS 9 

103. Anna Zuckerman  Graduate Student APS 9 

104. Juri Toomre   Professor Emeritus APS 9/JILA14 

105. Katelyn Sonnen  Graduate student APS 9 

106. Robert Stevens  Graduate student APS 9 

107. Taylor Whitney Aegerter Graduate student APS 9 

108. Dana Chafetz   Professional Research Assistant LASP3 

109. Julie Barnum   Professional Research Assistant LASP3 

110. Sergey Shuvalov  Research Scientist LASP3 

111. Patrick Brown  Senior Professional Research Assistant LASP3 

112. Dylan Jesernik  Professional Research Assistant LASP3 

113. Kevin McWilliams  Professional Research Assistant LASP3 

114. Dale Theiling   Professional Research Assistant LASP3 

115. Willow Reed   Professional Research Assistant LASP3 

116. Sean Hoyt   Professional Research Assistant LASP3 

117. Amy Ekiriwang  Professional Research Assistant LASP3 

118. Francis G. Eparvier  Retired Senior Research Assistant LASP3 

119. Keira Brooks   Professional Research Assistant LASP3 

120. Bryan Harter   Professional Research Assistant LASP3 

 
12 HIST – Department of History 
13 AES – Department of Aerospace Engineering Sciences 
14 JILA- Joint Institute for Laboratory Astrophysics 
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121. Courtney Taddeo  Undergrad student/researcher APS 9/LASP3 

122. Gabbi Gonzalez  Graduate Student AES13 

123. Jeffrey Thayer  Professor, Faculty Director of the Space Weather  

Technology, Research, and Education Center AES13 

 

 

 


